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SAPL
president

SAPL broadens
its horizons

T

his year SAPL has continued
to expand its scope of assistance to the Poynter Library
and the St. Petersburg campus. The
benefits of SAPL membership also
have grown, thanks to the imagination of our director, Mary Grigsby.
Elsewhere in the newsletter,
Mary will discuss in more detail
some of the activities in which SAPL
has been involved and some of the
new benefits that have been extended to our members.
One of SAPL's contributions was
sending staff member Tina Neville
to the American Library Association
meeting. One of the new SAPL
benefits is the ability to check out
video and audio tapes from the
many tapes in stock.
I would like to give special
thanks to those board members who
attended the open forum of the
President's Search Committee and
encouraged the committee to select a
president who would have the
Poynter Library in mind. I think the
committee was impressed with the
turnout of the local community in
support of the St. Petersburg campus.
Now we must all concentrate on
adding new members and preparing
for the new library building.

FALL 1993

Poynter Library receives ·oral
History of Modern America•
The Poynter Library recently
obtained a collection of more than
100 oral history interviews from Dr.
Ray Arsenault, USF professor of
history. These audiocassettes will
form the core of a broader collection
development initiative planned for
the Special Collections department
in our new library. Known as the
Oral History of Modern America, this
collection will include a variety of
interviews that document the history
of USF St. Petersburg, as well as
state and local history.

Planning for an oral history
collection began in late 1992, when
library director Mary Grigsby
created a committee to examine the
potential for preserving oral histories at USF St. Petersburg. Committee members include Mary Grigsby,
Ray Arsenault, Betty Jean Miller, a
features writer at the St. Petersburg
Times, David Shedden, an archivist
at the Poynter Institute for Media
Studies, and Jim Schnur, a student

See History on page 6

Librarian Jerry
Notaro stands
near the library's
vast collection of
videos, now
available for
borrowing by
SAPL members.

SAPL receives video borrowing privileges
Library borrowing privileges
for SAPL members recently were
expanded to include media
materials such as video and audio
tapes, records and compact discs.
Video choices include PBS-

produced series, children's films,
classic American and foreign films,
opera, ballet, theater and more.
Classic books, old radio programs
and children's stories are available
on cassette tape.

Mary Grigsby

SAPL comes through
again for campus

Director's View

Vividly demonstrating the
importance of SAPL to the USF
St. Petersburg campus and to
the Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library, several SAPL members
attended an open forum in
September for the selection of a
new president for USF. The
forum offered an opportunity for
members of the campus and the
community to present the
qualities and qualifications
desired in a new president.
Among those who spoke
eloquently and effectively to the
selection committee were Oscar
Blasingame, president of SAPL,
Marci Jacobs, secretary of
SAPL, and board members
James Gillespie and William
Walker. In addition, Sally
Wallace, a SAPL charter member, is serving on the search
committee. The dedication and
energy of SAPL continue to help
shape the future of USF St.
Petersburg.
Some highlights of recent
library activities include the
following:
• Library borrowing privileges for SAPL members were
expanded to include media
materials such as video tapes,
audio tapes, records and CDs.
Media collections of the Poynter
Library are among the best in
the region.
• Creation of a data base of
SAPL members by volunteer
Jeanne Heller and insuring that
all courtesy borrowers of the
library automatically become
SAPL members mark the
accomplishment of two other
goals.
Jeanne, a media specialist at
2

Cross Bayou Elementary School
and wife of Campus Dean Bill
Heller, devoted many hours to
entering information about
SAPL members into a data base
that will allow mailings and
membership renewal to be
efficient and timely. Jeanne
brought dedication, hard work
and a great sense of humor to
her task, and we all hope she
will find time in her busy schedule to volunteer again next
summer.
• The Library Development
Committee has nearly completed
its first charge, the formulation
and writing of a library development catalog. In late October, a
development consultant specializing in academic library fund
raising will visit our campus to
assist the library with its development goals. SAPL is partially
funding the cost of bringing the
consultant here to help us
accomplish the 1994-96 fundraising challenge set for USF St.
Petersburg by the Campus
Advisory Board.
General campus academic
program priorities for the library
include the enhancement of a
$1-million faculty endowment
for a special collections librarian
in the new library, $500,000 for
endowments to enable the
library to strengthen collections,
and $1 million for an operating
endowment to allow the library
to provide services to match the
state-of-the-art building facility,
which is targeted for completion
in the fall of 1995.
The consultant will provide
essential guidance for our
campus based on her experience
and success in academic library

fund raising.
• Notable new collections
given to the library include a
generous gift from the St.
Petersburg Times to enable the
library to purchase a CD-ROM
of the Times from 1987 to 1993
and to provide the CD-ROM
work station to access it. Students and faculty in journalism,
mass communications, history,
political science, business,
education and other disciplines
will be well served by having the
files of the Times available in
the library on CD-ROM.
Another important addition
to the library collection is the
Oral History of Modern America,
featured elsewhere in this
newsletter. This collection will
provide a wealth of material for
scholars not only at USF but
throughout the nation.
Jay Black, the holder of the
Eleanor Poynter Jamison
Endowed Chair for Media Ethics
and Press Policy who arrived on
campus this fall, has given the
library a collection of more than
500 books, periodicals and
pamphlets focusing on journalism. His donation has tremendously strengthened the library's
journalism collection.
The most unusual gift
received of late is an authenticated piece of the Berlin Wall, a
gift presented by David
Atkinson, a member of the
British Parliament, and placed
in the library by Dean Heller.
In June, SAPL enabled a
library faculty member to
attend, for the first time in her
career, the annual meeting of
See Director on page 6

Finally, plans
for new library
are complete

Reviews
The Forgotten Plague: How the
Battle Against Tuberculosis Was
Won - and Lost

By Frank Ryan
Little, Brown, 1993
The Healer's Tale: Transforming
Medicine and Culture

By Sharon R. Kaufman
University of Wisconsin Press, 1993
Medicine, the recent debates on
health care reform remind us, may
be based on scientific knowledge but
it is also a distinctive culture within
American society. Two recent books
ordered for the Poynter Library
illustrate these themes.
Frank Ryan's The Forgotten
Plague: How the Battle Against
Tuberculosis Was Won- and Lost
(Little, Brown, 1993) focuses on
medicine as science. Tuberculosis,
Ryan reminds us, is not just a
disease of gracefully suffering artists
in period costumes. Shockingly, 1. 7
billion people worldwide, including
10 million Americans, are currently
infected.
Aggravated by AIDS and
homelessness, new and often drugresistant cases threaten to unleash
what has been called "the greatest
public health disaster since the
bubonic plague." Ryan narrates the
history of the search for a cure for
this terrifying disease, a search that
achieved its first breakthrough in
1882 when Robert Koch isolated the
tuberculosis bacillus in a laboratory
he had set up in his living room.
Since Koch's discovery, an
international group of brilliant
scientists, including four Nobel Prize
winners, have combined tedious
drudgery and seemingly mystical
flashes of insight to develop cure

after cure for TB, only to be
thwarted by new drug-resistant
mutations of Koch's original bacillus.
The Forgotten Plague is a compelling
account of the process of scientific
research as well as a troubling look
at an emerging public health crisis.
The Healer's Tale: Transforming
Medicine and Culture by Sharon R.
Kaufman (University of Wisconsin
Press, 1993) describes how the
scientific advances of 20th century
medicine, including the development
of streptomycin for tuberculosis,
transformed the careers of seven
distinguished American doctors and
so changed the cultural context of
medical practice.
Trained in the 1920s when they
could offer little but "to cure sometimes, to help often, to comfort and
console always," these doctors
experienced the exciting years of the
development of penicillin and
antibiotics when "medicine was
glorious fun." Now in their eighties,
they offer perceptive and humane
reflections on the impersonal technology, ethical dilemmas, and legal
and economic constraints of modern
medicine.
Kaufman is a skilled interviewer
and a thoughtful analyst, and her
book offers both an engaging history
and an intelligent critique of 20th
century medical practices.
-Kathy Arsenault
Collection Development Librarian

For those of you who understand
the jargon, the 100% docs are in! For
those of you who haven't spent the
last three years with architects,
artists, consultants and designers, it
means all final changes in the new
library building are done and in
blueprint. As soon as we "sign off' on
them, the construction will begin.
Major changes from the initial
design include some minor shuffling
in the Archives area, an additional
elevator for internal library use,
including access to the roof terrace,
and a Video Teleconference/Distance
Education Area in the Media Center.
This is to accommodate the everincreasing demand for campus-tocampus classes and the ability to
communicate with sound and video
across the world via satellite. Along
with the other USF and State
University System campuses, plans
are now in development to link us
with the new Palm Harbor University High School.
These new changes, along with
all the original concepts and design,
will facilitate the new building to
adapt to future technologies. The
goal of the building is to be as
flexible as possible to meet present
and future needs.

Writer Karen Loeb to judge fiction contest
The eighth annual Bayboro
Fiction Contest will be judged by
Karen Loeb, who taught creative
writing at Eckerd College for 11
years and now teaches at the University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire.
Loeb has a master's degree in
fiction writing, and two of her many

published stories have won PEN
Syndicated Fiction awards. She
currently is working on a collection
of stories to follow her recent book,
Jump Rope Queen.
Winners of the contest, sponsored by SAPL, will be announced
before the end of the fall semester.

Susan Sherwood, senior
librarian technical assistant,
staffs the circulaton desk.
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Thanks to SAPL, libraria.n fulfills career goal
Thanks to the generous sponsorship of SAPL, I recently h ad the
opportunity to fulfill one of my longtime career goals- to attend an
annual conference of the American
Library Association.
More than 17,000 people attended this year's conference in New
Orleans. The
conference's
theme was
"Empowering
People through
Libraries," and
the possibilities
of this concept
were demonTina Neville
strated quite
dramatically during the opening
session.
Of the many awards presented
at this session, the most impressive
were the winners of the "Great
Library Success Stories." Recently
the ALA and Friends of the Library
USA conducted a ''Write for
America's Libraries" campaign. More
than 10,000 people responded to the
question, "How has the library made
a difference in your life?" Four of
these stories were chosen for special
recognition at the session. The
winners, who were present to read
their own letters, included the
mother of a young boy with Down's
Syndrome. Library research had
helped her to understand her son's
condition, and she credited her son's
ability to talk and read to the hours
he spent listening to her read library
books to him.
Another courageous lady was in
a library literacy program and
recently applied for her own library
card. This 66-year-old woman
received a standing ovation as she
haltingly read her letter to the
crowd.
These inspiring stories were
followed by the opening sessions'
main speaker, former President
Jimmy Carter. He discussed the role
libraries have played in his life his first political position was on the
board of the Sumter County Public
Library- and cited various examples of how people can empower
one another through organizations
4

Staffers attend paraprofessional
development conference
During the weekend of Feb.
20-21, five library staff members
attended the first annual Library
Paraprofessional Development
Conference in Gainesville. Members of our delegation serve in a
variety of capacities.
Cheryl Coleman supervises
the circulation desk; Joyce Morin
and Virginia Champion work
primarily in technical services,
with additiona l duties in circulation and administration. Dan
Richard serves in the media,
circulation and acquisition areas,
while Jim Schnur works for the
instructional media services
department.
Sponsored by the University
of Florida, this conference included a variety of lectures, and
roundtable and panel discussions
to meet the needs of library
support staff. More than 175
library paraprofessionals repre-

such as the Carter Center or Habitat
for Humanity.
One of the first lectures I attended was called "Coping with
Chaos, Thriving on Change." I
learned that, in addition to obvious
changes such as the advances in
technology and the decreases in
funding, librarians must also adapt
to transformations in user populations and educational programs.
Student populations are shifting
from "traditional" young Americans
to an increasing number of older and
international students. Educational
programs are changing with more
emphasis on the teaching of critical
thinking skills. Distance learning
and larger classes are becoming
popular solutions to funding problems.
A repercussion of the increase of
technology also has been a trend
toward less visible users. Patrons
are able to use library resources
without physically stepping inside a

senting about 20 states participated in the conference.
Roundtable sessions examined
the diversity of services offered
by the library support staff in
areas such as interlibrary loan,
cataloging, periodicals, administrative services and preservation.
Speakers discussed the role of
support personnel in libraries as
they confront new technologies
and the information revolution.
We took from the conference
many innovative ideas, as well as
a feeling of camaraderie with our
colleagues at other institutions.
This conference offered us an
opportunity to show and share
with paraprofessionals at public
and academic libraries across the
United States. Through USF's
electronic mail network, we can
continue this dialogue long into
the future.
-Jim Schnur
library building. The speakers
discussed the need for librarians to
evaluate their reference and instruction programs to ensure they are
meeting all the needs of all their
patrons.
Another interesting lecture
described a program at a university
library that was initiated to evaluate
and improve library services. Rather
than using the usual survey method
of evaluation, these librarians
decided to look for qualitative
information.
Through discussion with local
businessmen, the librarians learned
how successful companies analyze
the needs and wishes of their consumers. The librarians decided to
use focus groups to learn how the
library staff perceived its own
strengths and weaknesses as well as
how the library was perceived by its
users.

See Conference on page 7

Mirror Lake library is a St. Pete treasure
A smile might tug at Andrew
Carnegie's lips if he drove past 300
5th St. N. in St. Petersburg today.
Ten years ago, his reaction would
have been different.
In 1915, the Mirror Lake Public
Library was built with a donation
from the Carnegie Foundation as
one of 1,679 libraries Andrew
Carnegie built throughout the
nation. The unique yellow-brick
building was constructed on an
artificial hill perched high above the
quiet city. St. Petersburg had an
educational treasure and the elegant
structure brought prestige to the
area.
In 1951, an additional wing was
added to the building. The original
style was not considered, however.
The new addition's stucco construction was covered in the same green
most public schools were painted in
that era.
As time progressed, the oldest
Pinellas County library became a
victim of modern society. When the
main library opened, Mirror Lake
became a branch of the public
library system. The population of
the city grew, and the downtown
area no longer served as the center
of activities. More people moved to
St. Petersburg, but few of them were
introduced to the First Lady of
Libraries.
Neglect enveloped the interior
and exterior of the building in the
form of mildew. The roof leaked in
several places. Mold grew on the
walls, furniture and books. Regardless of the deteriorated state of the
library, the doors remained open.
Faithful book lovers visited daily
and still do. Today, though, the
people who love Mirror Lake Library
have a reason to rejoice.
In 1986, the city of St. Petersburg hired an architectural firm to
study the library and make recommendations on a possible restoration. What followed? A $250,000
grant in 1989 from the state Bureau
of Historic Preservation.
Phase I of a restoration project
began. The stucco exterior was
removed exposing the original
yellow brick. The decorative parapets were restored and red barrel

Photos by Jerry Notaro

Mirror Lake Library, located in downtown St. Petersburg, was built in
1915 with a donation from the Carnegie Foundation.
tiles now replace the old roof
shingles.
The second phase, a $390,000
interior renovation project, began in
September of 1992 and is nearing
completion. False ceilings and walls
were demolished, old paint stripped
off the French doors and the elegance of the high dome ceiling
restored.
The city of St. Petersburg has
earmarked $1 million for the third
phase that will begin when the
wrecking ball does away with the
1951 addition. The projected start
time is 1994. A new wing will be
added that will complement the
Carnegie structure. The building will
flaunt a Colonia l Williamsburg look,
and will house sound plumbing, a
new air conditioning system and a
renewed sense of pride for the
community.
'We have high hopes when the
Carnegie portion opens to increase
our circulation and serve more of the
community," said Sharon Joseph,
head librarian at Mirror Lake. 'We
have a plan to offer a family literacy
program and will focus on a collection for children."
Less than half of the Carnegie
libraries still function by providing
books and reference materials. Many
exist as museums. Many of the
original Carnegie structures have
been torn down or remodeled to the
degree they no longer resemble the
original building.

The statue of Apollo Belvedere
guards the entrance of the library.
The city of St. Petersburg was
rewarded for the Mirror Lake
Library renovation with an honor
award in 1991. That reward is the
highest recognition presented by the
Institute of Architects and St.
Petersburg Preservation Inc.
If Carnegie was alive today, we
could thank him for establishing one
of the first public libraries. We could
compliment him on his vision, and
we could show him the capital
investment we have made since he
donated the original $17,500.
I think the way to reimburse
Carnegie for his vision and finances
is to pay him back with interest community interest in the Mirror
Lake Carnegie Library when its
doors open to welcome u s in 1995.

- Teddie Aggeles
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Jacobs wins
prestigious
awards

Librarian
Jackie Jackson turns the
page on a
world atlas
that sits on
one of two
new atlas
stands given
to the library
bySAPL.

In 1989, the National Geographic Society chose six Florida
teachers for a unique project. These
special educators spent one month
with the Geographic Society and
developed skills
to better educate people
about the
importance of
geography.
However, they
acquired a
DIRECTOR from page 2
IDSTORY from page 1
knowledge far
beyond that.
assistant at the Poynter Library who
the American Library Association
Marci Jacobs
These six
is working on his master's degree in
held this year in New Orleans. An
teachers developed skills to make
history.
article
about
her
experiences
aplearning geography fun.
pears
in
this
newsletter.
The
profesThe committee devised collection
Marci Jacobs is one of those
sional
development
afforded
by
the
development
guidelines. For exchosen few. Jacobs, a 1972 USF
conference
and
the
wealth
of
inforample,
to
complement
manuscript
graduate who is secretary of SAPL's
mation brought back to us will have
and book titles in local history,
board of directors, teaches fifth
Poynter Library will collect oral
a positive impact in the library for
grade at Tyrone Elementary School.
histories that examine the themes of
This year Jacobs was singled out years to come.
tourism, regional migration and
The
library
is
fortunate
in
again. Nominated by her mentor,
social
change, aging as a cultural
having
the
firm
support,
activities
USF goegraphy professor Harry
phenomenon,
and race and gender.
and
generous
contributions
of
SAPL,
Schaleman, Jacobs received the 1993
As
part
of
the campus archives,
which
gives
the
library
the
broad
Distinguished Teacher's Award from
community
connection
so
essential
the
library
also
plans to preserve
the National Council of Geographic
for an academic library. Additional
interviews with prominent faculty
Education (NCGE) at its annual
community support of the Library
members and visiting scholars, as
meeting held in Halifax, Nova
well as recordings of The Florida
Scotia. Jacobs was one of 32 elemen- this year has included donations of
1,341
hardbound
books,
101
papera weekday news program
Report,
tary and secondary teachers from
back
books,
26
periodicals,
14
annual
aired
on
WUSF-FM. Miller has
the United States and Canada to
agreed
to
donate interviews of local
reports,
243
audio
tapes,
28
video
receive this coveted honor.
tapes,
48
records,
47
compact
discs,
a
residents
featured
in her Times
"I enjoy teaching, it's fun," said
articles, and present and future
Jacobs. "I want people to be aware of collection of alternative newspapers,
and cash donations totaling more
students in Arsenault's classes will
the importance of knowing geograconduct interviews as part of their
phy, especially in this global society." than $12,000. It is gratifying to
know that members of the commuclass projects. A release form deJacobs received yet another
signed by the committee assigns
nity understand the value of the
teaching award - the Outstanding
literary and property rights to the
library
and
support
our
mission
Pinellas County Elementary Teacher
library.
through
these
generous
gifts.
Award- in October from the
This oral history initiative offers
I
want
to
thank
SAPL
members
Florida Council for Social Studies.
a
means
of preserving the collective
for
the
meaningful
role
you
play
in
"Marci is a dynamic, talented
memories
of the social, political,
providing
quality
academic
library
and skilled communicator who does
economic, intellectual and ethnic
much to generate interest in geogra- service in support of education for
fabric in our community.
phy and bring it to life for students," the library, USF St. Petersburg and
-Jim Schnur
the community at large.
said Schaleman, Jacobs' former
professor who now works closely
with her in the Florida Geographic
Library Hours
Alliance, NCGE and Florida Society
Saturday 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.
8 a.m. -10 p.m.
Mon. - Thurs.
of Geographers.
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday
1 p.m.- 7 p.m.
Friday
- Teddie Aggeles
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Book fair weathers I CONFERENCE from page 4
Interlibrary loan discussions
•storm of the century• centered
heavily on two hot topics
The Florida Antiquarian Book
Fair was held March 12-14 in the
Campus Activities Center at USF
St. Petersburg. SAPL provides the
tickets and personnel to staff the
gate and gets the proceeds from
admission sales.
This year the "storm of the
century'' fell on Saturday the 13th,
causing the major bridges in the
area to close intermittently and
restrict travel within the community. As a result, Saturday attendance was down nearly 500 people
from 1992levels. Thanks to a higher
than normal attendance on Sunday,
proceeds were only 25 percent less
than the year before, for a total of
$3,855.00.
The fair continues to provide
quality antiquarian books, maps and
other rare paper items and is a
popular stop on the vendors' circuit.
The 1994 fair should be better than
ever!
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The library subscribes to over
840 periodicals and newspapers.

- electronic document delivery and
end-user requesting of materials.
With recent budget cuts, many
universities have found it necessary
to make drastic cuts to their journal
budgets. Taking an "access over
ownership" philosophy, some
administrators have diverted
partial funding toward the use of
commercial document delivery
suppliers in an attempt to make
journal articles available in a timely
manner. Several institutions have
begun time studies to compare
delivery times for these commercial
vendors versus traditional interlibrary loan methods between libraries. The consensus of these early
studies appears to be that while the
commercial suppliers can deliver
materials slightly faster than
traditional methods, they are not
the total solution to the problem. In
addition to the expense, some
materials are simply not available
from commercial sources.
Another idea which has been
growing in popularity is the concept
of end-user requesting of interlibrary loans. In this method, patrons
may sit at their "home" on-line
catalog and directly request a book
to be sent from another participating institution. Thirty-five libraries

in Ohio are beginning a project
called OhioLINK which will allow
their qualified patrons to request
books and articles directly from
another OhioLINK library. The goal
of the project is to make the materials available to the user within 48
hours of their request. The project
raises many questions including
whether the demand on the system
will be so great that the library staff
will have difficulty filling the requests in a timely manner.
In between programs I took
every chance to visit the exhibits.
Approximately 750 vendors had
samples of their library books,
computer resources, furniture and
other products available in a vast
display in the exhibit hall. It was a
great opportunity to ask questions
about products and to try out new
computer systems and CD-ROMS.
Perhaps the most valuable part
of the conference was the opportunity to discuss library issues and
products with colleagues from across
the country. Among other things, I
heard firsthand accounts of how
academic librarians are incorporating Internet into their reference
services, how they feel about various
library software programs and how
they deal with shrinking budgets at
a time when access to information
continues to explode.
- Tina Neville
Interlibrary Loan Librarian

The faculty and staff of the
Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library take pride in assisting
patrons in their use of the
library's resources.
Library staff and faculty shown
are, from left to right in the first
row: Jackie Shewmaker, Signe
Oberhofer, Mary Grigsby, Cheryl
Coleman, Deb Henry, and Deanna
Bishop.
Second row: Kathy Arsenault,
Virgina Champion, Joyce Morin,
Jim Schnur, Dan Richard, Jerry
Notaro, Barbara Reynolds, and
Tina Neville.
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&;ieg fOr Advancement of Q)ynter 1ibrnry
Your membership entitles you to:
Free appraisal of rare books
or other documents at FABA Book Fair
- Free copies of SAPL newsletter
- Participation in activities sponsored
by the Library and SAPL
- On-line bibliographic searching service
at reduced cost

Please indicate the category of membership
for which you wish to apply:

-

- USF student
- Active
- Family
- Full service
- Patron
-Corporate
-Life

Annual gift:
$ 10
$ 20
$ 35
$ 50
$ 100
$ 500
$1 ,000 or more

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Please send this form with your gift to Treasurer, Society for Advancement of Poynter
Library, University of South Florida, 140 Seventh Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
Checks should be made payable to USF Foundation.

&ri~ fOr Aavaocement of rbJn~r 1iomry
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG
140 Seventh Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
SAPL Officers:
Oscar Blasingame
president
Joyce Van Horn
vice president/director
Marci Jacobs
secretary/director
Rita Gould
treasurer
Marion Ballard
parlimentarian
Anne Von Rosenstiel
historian
Rita Gould
newsletter coordinator

